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THE MASS MEETING IN THE TRANSVAAL

The Rand Daily Mail says that no meeting has ever taken place in
the Transvaal like the one held by the Indians in the Empire Theatre.
The Theatre was packed, at least three thousand persons attending. Many
people could not get in for want of room. The shopkeepers and hawkers
had all closed business at ten in the morning. Though the Theatre gates
were due to be opened at two, people began collecting from eleven on-
wards and the Theatre had to be opened at twelve. By 1.30 there was
no room for anyone to enter the spacious Theatre. Though such a large
number of persons had assembled, there was no untoward incident, and
quiet prevailed everywhere. The people sat or stood patiently, waiting
for the proceedings to start. Such a meeting and such enthusiasm have
never before been seen among Indians.

Though all this shows the extent of oppression to which Indians are
subjected, it must be admitted that much of the credit for holding such a
meeting goes to the Hamidiya Islamic Society. The Society's Hall was
thrown open to all, Hindus and Muslims alike. For a week past, meetings
had been held there during which all the leading Indians held consulta-
tions. Very often, the meetings continued till midnight. Younger asso-
ciations in South Africa would do well to follow the example of the
Hamidiya Society.

The meeting was attended by representatives from a number of places.
Telegrams or letters expressing sympathy and agreement with the aims
of the meeting were received from Middelburg, Standerton, Klerksdorp
and other places. Both the Colonial Secretary and Mr. Chamney were
invited. Mr. Chamney attended and sat to the right of the President.
In addition, white gentlemen like Mr. Lichtenstein, a lawyer from
Pretoria, Mr. Israelstram, Mr. Littmann Landsberg and Mr. Stuart
Campbell's manager were present. Reporters from all the three news-
papers also came.

The President, Mr. Abdul Gani, began his speech exactly at three
o'clock. Everyone felt that Mr. Abdul Gani was at his best. His speech in
excellent Hindustani was brief and eloquent. His narration of the facts
was quite moderate, yet forceful. His voice was loud and so audible
everywhere. His speech was received with acclamation. When he spoke of
gaol-going, the audience shouted in one voice, "We shall go to gaol,
but will not register ourselves again."

The English version of Mr. Gani's speech was read out by Dr. Godfrey.

This despatch was entitled "A Special Report".